
Unit 2 - Brief 5 / Week 3

Positions Through Triangulating
A New Map (نیا نقشہ)نیا نقش



Recap?



Enquiry 

I want to broaden the scope of it. And not just look at 
one border, but multiple borders. 


Starting with Pakistan and my identity and perhaps 
to a more global version of it?

Updated



Question

How can I leverage stories to highlight cultural 
exchanges in the context of my identity?



Everything Sings - Maps for a Narrative Atlas
Denis Wood Georgia Lupi

Boylan Heights  
He used mapping with design 
students to notice what usually gets 
overlooked: smells, sounds, twilight, 
textures.

Maps don’t have to be about 
precision or utility; they can be 
expressive, imaginative, even 
emotional.

He removed streets, legends, 
scales, north arrows, until what 
remained was not geography but 
experience (e.g., pools of lamplight 
instead of lamp posts).

References

Dear Data

Instead of seeing “data” as just numbers,  
I want to treat letters, songs, marriages, birds, 
smuggling, radio signals as data points that can be 
visualized. Lupi’s philosophy is:

Every small detail counts → even “1 letter sent 
across the border this month” is data.

Personalized visual language → invent symbols for 
different exchanges (a spiral for pirated Bollywood 
DVDs, triangles for migratory birds, dashed lines 
for smuggling routes).

Hand-drawn intimacy → maps feel human, not 
GIS-cold.

Dear Data is a year-long analog data 
drawing project (2014–2015) by Giorgia 
Lupi (Italy/USA) and Stefanie Posavec (UK).

https://www.dear-data.com/week-52-a-week-of-goodbye
https://www.dear-data.com/week-52-a-week-of-goodbye
https://www.dear-data.com/week-52-a-week-of-goodbye


Bird Migrations Radio Spillovers Smuggling Routes (Contraband)

https://tarynsimon.com/works/contraband/#1


Looking at Maps
And being confused?



Looking at Maps
And being confused?



Ustaad Noor Bakhsh

Ustaad Noor Bakhsh is a legendary 
Benju maestro from Pakistan’s 
Makran coast, known for his deeply 
expressive playing that weaves 
together folk, classical, and 
improvisational traditions. His 
music evokes the rhythm of the 
sea, the songs of birds, and the 
timeless spirit of Baloch culture.



Ok but whats his deal?



UNB in Berlin

UNB in Balochistan

https://x.com/salmansid/status/1676869200466378752?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1676872442566909955%7Ctwgr%5Eaa8c0f6c8047ba8b53de00e2759b5cc93968eac3%7Ctwcon%5Es2_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailyo.in%2Fsocial%2Fbaloch-benju-maestro-ustad-noor-bakhsh-walks-into-a-berlin-bar-a-mind-blowing-viral-video-follows-40479
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Mcg0OJILb8


Folk Music?
Existed for 

centuries

Continues to 
defy lines

Storytelling











References

Ed Fairburn

https://edfairburn.com/about/


Ed Fairburn
People + Places

British artist known for drawing portraits over vintage maps.

Uses map lines and topography to form facial features and contours  + 
Cross-hatching techniques.

Describes his approach as “topopointillism.”

Explores the connection between people and places.



References

Habib Hajallie

https://www.habibhajallie.com/


Habib Hajallie
Underrepresented figures

London-based artist of Sierra Leonean and Lebanese 
heritage.

Creates ballpoint pen portraits on antique maps and texts.

Highlights underrepresented figures in British history and 
culture.

Explores identity, belonging, and postcolonial narratives.



Moving forward
?

Somehow Integrate maps into this by drawing these stories on 
them 

Borrowing the visual language of maps and finding a middle 
ground between the two styles

I am not trying to look forward and want to immerse myself in the 
stories itself but... a publication?



“Thank you”  in Urdu

شکر یہ

Shukria


