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How can conflict ridden Borders be 
reimagined through   visual storytelling?


Line of Enquiry
Updated



™ Primary methodological tool: Storytelling
™ Target Audience: Divided Ethnic Communities, Diasporas,People interested in Borderland Studies
™ Method of Engagement: Publication 




Project Proposal
RECAP



Projections 1
Publication Making



Nic Pic
storytelling based guide

Narrated how images travelled between Kabul and Peshawar under political regimes where photography was restricted. Through the Afghan Box Camera and the smuggling of film across the border, the work foregrounds informal infrastructures of connection:
 
Migration, Trade routes, Kinship networks











https://heyzine.com/flip-book/2be93cfe12.html#page/1




Nic Pic
Moving Forward / Making

I want to dwell deeper into the medium and see how I can utilise photo paper and photobooks to tell these narratives.

Using the vintage photo album as a container for these stories that I want to share and adapting to its aesthetic fully
using printing mediums that can highlight that idea of materiality
















Nic Pic
Moving Forward / Making

Revisions in terms of content
Poetry from both sides of the border that narrate how the people feel about each other






Water & Stick
Prototype







Water & Stick
User Testing



Photo Album
+
Counter Archive


A5 sized publication











Cross-Border Voices + Source Material 
Poetry from both Afghanistan and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa written on the reverse of each image 
paired up with photographers taken by Pukhtun 
Photographers from Afghanistan and Pakistan 
through the Afghan Box Camera Archive



Album Aesthetic 
Vintage photo sleeves, ballpoint inscriptions, 
Kodak-style backs which echo domestic memory 
practices. 


People s Archive 
It goes against the convention of State History. 
The publication functions as an unofficial 
archive of shared feeling rather than official 
documentation

YOU CANˇT SEPARATE WATER WITH A STICK
Counter-Archive as a Photo Album



Border as a Container 


Story Inside 
Migration, kinship, brotherhoood and memory 


Reimagining Visually 
Where the map renders the border one-dimensional, 
the book gives it volume: multidimensional because 
these stories are not flat unlike the borde

YOU CANˇT SEPARATE WATER WITH A STICK
Counter-Archive as a Photo Album



Resisting Erasure 
Against colonial cartography and the suppression of cross-border Pashtun unity, from 
movements like the Khudai Khidmatgar to the imprisonment of leaders like Bacha Khan, 
this publication assembles what could not be separate; it takes up a form that 
resists the idea of erasur

YOU CANˇT SEPARATE WATER WITH A STICK
Counter-Archive as a Photo Album



Shukria 
thank you :)


