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Line of Enquiry
Updated

HOW CAN CONFLICT RIDDEN BORDERS BE
REIMAGINED THROUGH VISUAL STORYTELLING?




Project Proposal
RECAP

Jobalabad
Herob Ar
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- Primary methodological tool: Storytelling

- Target Audience: Divided Ethnic Communities,
Diasporas, People interested in Borderland Studies
- Method of Engagement: Publication



Projections
Publication Making
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Nic Pic
storytelling based quide

Narrated how images travelled
between Kabul and Peshawar under
bolitical regimes where photography
was restricted. Through the Afghan
Box Camera and the smuggling of film
across the border, the work
foregrounds informal infrastructures
of connection:

Migration, Trade routes, Kinship
networks

(8055 BORDER
PHOTOGRAPHY
LGP AN i

everything



https://heyzine.com/flip-book/2be93cfe12.html#page/1

Taliban edict frem The 7Seneral Presidency ef
Amir Bil. Maruf. Kabul. December I996.

6. Te prevent ldelatry. In v&ﬁcles,
sheps, hetels, reem (slc.) and any ether
place plctures/pertraits sheuld be abellshed.
The meniters sheuld tear up all pictures 1in
the abeve places.

STEPQ@)

So you want your picture taken?
Not for the passport.

Not for the office file.

Just for yourself.

Bad timing though.

You live in a place

where faces are suspicious
and cameras

are haram* by decree.

*haram is “forbidden” in arabic

EPD

You wait.

The shutter clicks.

That’s the last time you’1ll
see

the film for a while.

What happens next is not for
you to know.

Maybe it’'s rolled into a pen.
Maybe taped under a soap bar.
Maybe sleeping inside a food
container.

Maybe stitched into someone’s
coat.

Don’t ask.
The less you imagine,
the safer it travels.




Nic Pic
Moving Forward / Making

I want to dwell deeper 1into
the medium and see how I can
utilise photo paper and
photobooks to tell these
narratives.

* Using the vintage photo
album as a container for
these stories that I want to
share and adapting to its
aesthetic fully

 using printing mediums that
can highlight that idea of
materiality




Nic Pic
Moving Forward / Making

Revisions in terms of content
* Poetry from both sides of the

border that narrate how the people “YOU CAN NOT SEPARATE
feel about each other WATER WITH A STICK”

- Pashto Idiom




Water & Stick

Prototype
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WATER & STICK




£ ) s j) ‘

“ j}

L l) i3y E2)0 Ll S - .
) 4 J) '3 " [ .
¥ ¥) i) -
Y d) 2)
?)

2 £3)

Bty
pEDH AN LS

i; i ;) [

AP LOUSN

" J) l“ .)\

D ¢

I

[ §]
i)
[{]
f)
(]
{
{)
)
h
)
]
()
0

‘()’9’) ' 9’
P € 7
-~ A'*\f = " ‘ .:)
il ek A4

Ov
f oYl e aled by {he
SamMme nanmg

Sha
ed art ows gawe gmjs

]

{

Thes
g fzw stones of Poh'*

G
an Ne¥es senes Ous love

()

- e
—
-

)

- - =
- =

0
i
} ()

()

)

(§)}

o
-

poli = th
¢ sl patvasy between fuf
_ B

_ﬁz?lals

LB
‘T;‘;

n
+ % f}!

(YR

_-','. L ¥y .
2 D 1 &
2

it

T (¥
(4]

-

)

L §)
QO
)

8l

L




e e Tt e e WY ER Ry S WS W W W P W e i ey e W W s wr ww e e wt e e en amt eat mp Yame wm wmm. ams Sami eme . St S S Mt =

kabul,,

lﬁ;umamm ot Pesharay

OO0 ODOE L R 0@ @ €0 C) el Ll O Lt LUl ¢f

fee|, e cod |
Within Yhee Chests '

&@@J}DJ%D |

- o e we wr W W e e W e e e e e e e W e WY e e e e e W wb W e e e e

96)‘1}1“ ﬁ@)ﬂ).?.?(_j??‘;; 2919 O

The Owond Lane 15
o hedop ol-homs

how Con a beothers Hesh

b oM™
,Efam WS b‘m{?

oo 0 SN () 05 {5 1) W) W) (09 (0) (05) () 5 @5 (0 (05 @ 85 0 0 09 ) 0 €50 00 O 109 105 (05 85 05 100 1N 100 105 105 0 10 00 00 6 5 1 ) |.¢..'.'




Water & Stic

User Testing




Counter Archive

A5 sized publication

Photo Album
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YOU CAN’T SEPARATE WATER WITH A STICK

Counter-Archive as a Photo Album

* Cross-Border Voices + Source Material

Poetry from both Afghanistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa written on the reverse of each image
paired up with photographers taken by Pukhtun
Photographers from Afghanistan and Pakistan
through the Afghan Box Camera Archive
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* Album Aesthetic

Vintage photo sleeves, ballpoint inscriptions,

Kodak-style backs which echo domestic memory
practices.

* People s Archive

It goes against the convention of State History.
The publication functions as an unofficial

archive of shared feeling rather than official
documentation.
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YOU CAN’T SEPARATE WATER WITH

C

ounter-Archive as a Photo Album

* Border as a Container

 Story Inside
Migration, kinship, brotherhoood and memory

* Reimagining Visually

T
T

Where the map renders the border one-dimensional,

ne book gives it volume: multidimensional because
nese stories are not flat unlike the border

A STICK
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YOU CAN’T SEPARATE WATER WITH A STICK

Counter-Archive as a Photo Album

Afghanistan Pakistan declares ‘open war’ against

Afghanistan after cross-border attack - asit
happened

Updated 6d ago This blog is now closed, you can read our full report here

. ............................................................................................ .. ............................................................................................ .. ............................................................................................ .. ............................................................................................ .. ............................................................................................ .‘ ............................................................................................ .‘ ......................

Closing summary What to know about the Operation continuing on Pakistani army claims 274 Dozen soldiers killed in

border between Pakistan the directions of PM, says  Taliban fighters killed Pakistan, army
and Afghanistan Pakistan army

Afghanstan wants fighting  Casualty
to be 'resolved through unclear
spokesperson says dialogue', says Taliban

spokesman

* Resisting Erasure

Against colonial cartography and the suppression of cross-border Pashtun unity, from
movements like the Khudai Khidmatgar to the imprisonment of leaders like Bacha Khan,

this publication assembles what could not be separate; it takes up a form that
resists the idea of erasure
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