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YOU CAN’T SEPARATE WATER WITH A STICK
Counter-Archive as a Photo Album

A counter archive packaged as photo 
album that shared poetry from both 
Afghanistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
paired up with photographers taken 
by Pukhtun Photographers from 
Afghanistan and Pakistan.   

It attempts to de-flatten the border 
between Afghanistan and Pakistan, by 
sharing cross-border voices and the 
rich sentiments of people towards 
each other from both sides of the 
border.



Nic Pic
storytelling based guide

A story-telling based guide that 
narrated how images travelled 
between Kabul and Peshawar under the 
Taliban regime where photography was 
restricted.    

Through the Afghan Box Camera and 
the smuggling of film across the 
border, the work foregrounds 
informal infrastructures of 
connection that transcended the 
border between Afghanistan and 
Pakistan.

https://heyzine.com/flip-book/2be93cfe12.html#page/1


Line of Enquiry
Updated

How can conflict ridden Borders be 

reimagined through    stortelling?

How can conflict ridden Borders be 

reimagined   VIsually through  Narrative 

Identity?



Narrative Identity
Definition

Narrative identity is the idea that 
people understand who they are by 
constructing their lives as stories;   

connecting memories, experiences, 
and cultural contexts into a 
coherent narrative.



Narrative Identity
Relevance

The visual remapping of the border allows for 
identity to be treated as something shaped through 
storytelling rather than fixed. 



By working with borders, archives, and lived 
experiences, it explores how stories construct, 
frame, and erase identity. 



In doing so, it becomes an active attempt at 
understanding how these interactions influence my 
understanding of my own personal identity.



Abstract
Why is this Important?

Context

Borders as products of colonial and 
imperial systems that continue to 
structure the present

Ongoing geopolitical instability exposes 
how fragile and selectively enforced 
these systems are - Israel violating 
boundaries, Pakistan attacking 
Afghanistan

The Global South experiences these 
tensions as lived reality - speaking from 
a Pakistani, Pashtun position shaped by 
proximity to conflict and division  



Abstract
Why is this Important?

Relevance to Graphic Design



I am trying to argue for a more situated practice 
;which makes use of personal histories as 
legitimate sites of knowledge production. 

The project argues that designers or 
communicators should move beyond neutral 
authorship by engaging with their own 
positionality, using design not only as a tool 
for representation but as a means of re-
articulation. 

Personal is political - by bringing our own 
personal identities into question and seeing how 
they shape the world around us - understand and 
respond to systems of oppression and power



Mapping Kings Cross
Cross Year Studio



Writing Exercise
Iterations

I tried to reimagine how 
spending a morning in my 
village was like and I tried to 
write it down in Roman Pashto



Mapping the Western Border of Pakistan
Google Earth



Mapping the Western Border of Pakistan
Google Earth



Mapping the Western Border of Pakistan
Google Earth



Mapping the Western Border of Pakistan
Drawing over the Map



Mapping the Western Border of Pakistan
Google Earth



Mapping the Western Border of Pakistan
Google Earth



Mapping the Western Border of Pakistan
My Village Home



Moving Forward
Making

Counter Archive → Family Archive

An attempt to disguise political 
commentary in the archive as I 
unfold the story of family and 
its nuances and draw a contrast 
with the Pakistan-Afghanistan 
border.I can be at the centre of 
it so it reinforces the idea of 
narrative identity

Mapping the routes in my village 
that I took + stories about my 
family home in my village + 
cultural artefacts 



The Banshees of Inisherin
Political Metaphor



Moving Forward
Making

Mapping the routes in my village 
that I took + visuals from the 
family homes in my village + a 
narrative around my family with 
images from the family album + 
visual culture from my village and 
family artefacts



=



all colliding to narrate a story 
that serves as the metaphor for 
the Pak-Afg border



Abstract
Draft / 01



Dera MAnana
thank you :)


